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Reply to Office Action mailed 08/15/2003 

Remarks/Arguments 

In the Office Action mailed 08/15/2003, for which a three-month extension of time to answer is 
requested, the Examiner has objected to the abstract of the disclosure because there should not be 
bold, italic print therein, and has suggested guidelines for the arrangement of the specification. 
The Examiner has also objected to the disclosure because of the following informalities: the 
pages of the specification are not numbered; under the Brief Descriptions of the Drawing section, 
the individually numbered elements of the figures are improperly listed and described, not the 
descriptions of the figures themselves as required; there is no detailed description of the 
invention as required. 

In response the specification has been amended to correct for the above informalities with the 
amended abstract on a separate page. In Figs. 1 & 2 designations 1 A, IB, 1C, ID, IE, 2 A and 
2B have been removed and appropriate reference numerals added to Figs. 1-4. 

The Examiner has objected to the claims in the case, that is claim 1-3, because of the following 
informalities: claims 1 and 2 do not end in a period, and claims 2 and 3 do not have capitalized 
beginnings. The Examiner has rejected claims 2 and 3 under 35 USC §112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1-3 have been amended to correct for the 
informalities and is now believed to be free of the rejection under §112. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 and 2 under 35 USC § 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Schroeder (US Patent 3,091,790), the Examiner stating that Schroeder discloses an extension 
pole with tube 32 with larger and smaller diameter parts as claimed and with a locking 
mechanism 38 of locking spring push button construction positioned in the smaller diameter part. 

Schroeder specifically does not teach or suggest the claimed pole configured for sequential 
connection of multiple poles wherein the male portion is enlarged to receive the female portion 
that has a constant diameter throughout. Neither does Schroeder teach or suggest a protective 
insert, much less one that does not have to be removed for connection to subsequent identical 
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extension poles. Schroeder merely teaches a simple extension pole having a different telescopic 
connective means and a truncated end. 

With respect to "anticipation" under 35 USC §102, the courts have held that "Anticipation 
requires the presence in a single prior art disclosure of all of a claimed invention arranged as in 
the claim" See Structural Rubber Products Co. v. Park Rubber Co. (Fed Cir 1984) 223 USPQ 
124, and Radio Steel & Mfg. Co. v. MTD Products Inc. (Fed Cir 1984) 221 USPQ 757. It is thus 
submitted that applicant's amended and new claims are free of rejection under 35 USC § 102 is 
not applicable. 

The Examiner has further rejected claims 1-3 under 35 USC § 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Schroeder, in view of Balint (US Patent 4,225, 157) and further in view of UK Patent Application 
GB 2278190 A. In making the rejection the Examiner repeats the Schroeder § 102(b) reason for 
rejection alleging that Schroeder teaches the claimed invention except for the rubber insert at the 
end of the tube, cites Balint for teaching a cap 32 for providing a protective service at the end of 
the tube, and alternatively cites GB 4 190 for teaching of an end cap G with a compression fit. 

There is absolutely no teaching or suggestion in Balint of applicant's claimed invention and the 
addition of the cap 32 of Balint to the extension pole of Schroeder would still not result in 
applicant's claimed invention. There would still be no means of connecting additional identical 
poles to the arrangement. Similarly, the addition of the insert end cap G of the GB ' 190 patent 
to the extension pole of Schroeder with would still not result in applicant's claimed invention. It 
would seem that what would result is the Schroeder pole with a capped insert. In any event, there 
would still be no means of connecting additional identical poles to the arrangement. 

As to rejection of claims under 35 USC §103, it has been held that the mere fact that the prior art 
may be modified in a manner suggested by the Examiner does not make the modification 
obvious unless the prior art suggested the desirability of the modification In re Gordon. 723 F.2d 
at 902. 221 USPQ at 1 127 . Accordingly, it is submitted that there is no suggestion, much less a 
teaching, in the references of record, or the combination thereof that they could somehow be 
modified or combined as suggested by the Examiner to result in applicant's disclosed and 
claimed invention. Thus, in view of the amendments to claims 1-3 it is submitted that the 
Examiner's burden has not been met. Further the added new claims 4-8 are likewise submitted 
as free of the § 103 rejection. 
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Further, it was variously held in Ex parte WarhoL 94 USPQ 193 and in In re Irmscher , 120 
USPQ 196, that; references may be combined to anticipate a claim, but their teachings must be 
capable of suggesting to one skilled in the art, without exercising inventive faculties, their 
combination in a manner disclosed in the claimed structure; and the claim will be allowed where 
one skilled in the art, with the prior art before him, but in the absence of applicant's disclosure, 
would be incapable of constructing the claimed structure without displaying creative genius. 

It is abundantly clear that there is no nexus between Schroeder, Balint and the GB 4 190 patent 
such that without applicant's disclosure one skilled in the art would be incapable of constructing 
the claimed structure without displaying creative genius. It is therefore submitted that in view of 
the above, continued rejections under §102 and §103 would require "patch work" as well as 
"hind-sight" rejections. It is thus respectfully requested that the Examiner's rejections be 
reconsidered and the claims in the case, that is amended claims 1-3 and new claims 4-8 be 
allowed and the case passed to issue. 

A substitute specification is contained in this response for clarification, correction of 
informalities, and to better point up applicant's invention. It is submitted that no new matter has 
been added. A marked up copy of the original specification is attached, revised drawings are 
enclosed, a completed Form PTO 2038 for the required fee of $475.00 for a three-month 
extension of time to reply and an acknowledgment of receipt postcard is enclosed. Inasmuch as 
the application is now believed in condition for allowance, it is respectfully requested that claims 
now in the case, that is claims 1-8, be allowed and the case passed to issue. If a telephone call 
will help with this response, please call the undersigned attorney as indicated below. 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, 
postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on f£ February 2004. //tf j /} /) ^ fcA 



Attorney for Applicant 


P.O. Box 3206 

Dana Point, CA 92629 

(949) 365-5717 


Certificate of Mailing 



Edward E. Roberts 
Reg. No. 26,024 
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Appendix A 

Marked Up Copy of the Amendments to The Specification 

TELESCOPING EXTENSION POLE WITH 
BUILT-IN TUBE END PROTECTION 

CONNECTION FOR TELESCOPING EXTENSION POLES 

Ab s tract 

An e xt e nsion pole ass e mbly wh e r e by individual tubes, separat e and e xactly th e sam e as one 
another, may b e joined to achieve d es ired l e ngth, and a locking push button connects e ach 
tog e ther as e ach tube end is insert e d into the inside of e ach additional tube beginning, to form an 
inn e r and outer tub e connection. The locking push button in positioned into th e end of th e first 
pole and a s e ach additional pole i s add e d, the add e d pole slips into th e first pol e , the second pol e 
forming the out e r tub e , the fir s t pole forming th e inner tub e , th e pu s h button r e tain s the newly 
conn e ct e d tube into a locked position The end of each pole contain s a rubb e r prot e ctive insert. 
A s e ach additional tube ext e nsion is add e d, the rubb e r ins e rt is always at the e nd of the tube. Th e 
rubb e r insert provid es a prot e ctiv e end s o as not to mar or damage surrounding s in work ar e a 

CLAIM 

What is claimed is: 

-1- — An ext e nsion pol e comprising: 

a tub e having a larger externaldiamet e r b e ginning; 

said larg e r external beginning having an op e ning in an exterior surface th e r e of; 
2. th e same tube having a smaller external e nd; 

said small e r external diamet e r end having an op e ning in an e xterior s urfac e to po s ition a locking 
mechanism; 

a locking mechanism comprised of; 

a locking s pring push button projecting from th e said op e ning in the exterior surfac e ; 
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3. tho said small e r ext e rnal diameter end having a rubb e r ins e rt; 
the said rubb e r in se rt is held in plaac e by compr ess ion; 
the said rubb e r ins e rt protrud e s beyond the ond of th e pol e - 
Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
2. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to telescoping extension poles for reaching difficult areas 
with a tool such as a paint roller, which are separat e and exactly th e sam e as each oth e r,, 
and, more particularly, a s e ach ext e nsion pol e i s added a protectiv e end is always pr e s e nt. 
The invention is particularly suitabl e for use wh e n working indoor s or in e nvironm e nts 
wher e s urrounding s can b e damag e d by th e blunt end of an exten s ion pole. The rubb e r 
ond minimizes such damag e . 

Additionally, the rubb e r end pr e vents d e bris from e ntering and d e formation to th e e nd of 
th e pol e so that future ext e nsion s are pos s ibl e without conflict. 

The pres e nt invention provid e s a means to reach inaccc s ablc areas in th e u s e of various 
hand tool s that ar e conv e ni e ntly availabl e on th e market. One s uch tool fr e qu e ntly 
necessitating e xt e nsion is th e common paint roller. The following US Patent sit es th e 
nec es sity for ext e n s ion of paint roller s ; 

It is th e r e fore d e sirable to provide an ext e nsion pole for a paint roller, s o that normally 
inacc e ssibl e ar e as can b e painted without th e us e of a ladd e r. U.S. Pat e nt Nos. 3,380,097, 
Pharris; 4,461,057, Unger; and 4 ,524,484, Graham pertain to such pole s . 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Extension poles are well known in the art. In a typical device, a tube is joined to another 

tube by inserting the beginning of one tube into the end of the joined tube, the tubes 

locked locking into position by a push button device. Locking extension poles are useful, 

for example, for extending to reach normally inaccessible desired locations lengths or 

h e ight s with a desired tool, such as a paint roller. The method for a typical pole with 

locking characteristics to be joined with jem an additional pole peter includes insertion of 
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a tube with a reduced beginning so that it may bo in se rt e d into the normal sized engaging 
pole end, the e nd. Th e connection held similarly by a push button or similar device. 
Examples of prior art extension poles are disclosed in U.S. Patent Nos. 3,380,097 to 
Pharris. 4.461,057 to Unger, and 4,524.484 to Graham. 

However, prior art extension devices are unsatisfactory in that they are comparatively 
inefficient, time consuming and damage prone in that they are limited in providing this 
particular connection eliminates th e ability to provid e a protective end to curtail damage 
to surrounding obstacles in the given work environment. Thus, for example, furniture 
can be is-alse-damaged by the blunt end of the conventional pole when the user moves 
the pole to perform required work. In this particular d e sign, on e The user might place a 
buffer such as a rubber end into the end of the first pole, but as each additional pole is 
added, the rubber end must be removed from the first pole end and placed into the end of 
the second pole. If a third pole is needed for additional length, the rubber end must be 
removed from the second pole end and placed into the end of the third pole. All th e whil e 
Further, the rubber end may be misplaced and if discovery of misplacement is not 
recognized, the chance of to damage to surrounding furnishings is enhanced. In addition, 
the time taken to remove and replace the protective end with each extension can be 
unproductive, e xhausting, wasting time and exerting undue energy. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to a new and improved compris e s an extension pole 

assembly for a tool such as a paint roller or the like utilizing a locking push button to join 

additional [ike poles, each pole having a protective end insert extending from one end and 

not requiring replacement with addition of another extension pole. The first pole 

extension includes means at one end for attachment to a tool such as a paint roller. The 

second and any successive extension pole is configured to be telescopically attached to 

the previous pole. More particularly Each pole is identical and has a the inv e ntion 

compris e s an extension pole ass e mbly compri se d of an larger diameter beginning end and 

a smaller diameter trailing end, wherein the smaller end of a leading or first tube can be 

inserted into the larger diameter beginning of an additional tube, the smaller diameter end 

of the first or leading tube thus being forming the inner tube of the connection with the 

larger diameter end of m4 each additional tube being forming the outside tube of the said 
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connection. Each pole connection is locked locks into position by a push button, with 
each smaller diameter end of a pole having a rubber protective insert. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view illustrating on e e mbodimentof the extension pole a ss embly 

according to the present invention; inv e ntion. 

Fig. 1 A is a view of the larg e r e xt e rnal diameter tub e b e ginning. 

Fig. IB is a vi e w of th e opening which r e c e iv es th e locking pu s h button m e chanism. 

Fig. 1C is a vi e w of the smaller e xternal diam e ter tub e beginning. 

Fig. ID i s a view of th e locking s pring push button proj e cting from the s aid op e ning. 

Fig. IE is a vi e w of th e prot e ctiv e rubb e r in se rt. 

Fig. 2 is a cross section view of the extension pole of Fig. 1 taken along line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 2A s hows th e locking push button m e chanism in place. 

Fig. 2B shows th e protective rubb e r ins e rt in plac e and protruding b e yond th e e nd of th e 
pole to buff e r e nd of would - be blunt pol e . 
ADDITIONAL EMBODIMENT 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of an alternate embodiment of the extension pole in 
accordance with the invention wherein means is used show s a threaded conn e ction for the 
connection of specialized tools or apparatus; and apparatus. 

Fig. 4 s hows is a cross section view of the alternate embodiment of Fig. 3 taken along 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

It will b e und e rstood that oth e r modifications into the form of th e inv e ntion d e scrib e d 
herein and it s pr e f e rr e d e mbodim e nts may b e made without d e parting from th e s pirit 
th e r e of and of th e s cop e of the claims which follow. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to the drawings where like reference numerals refer to like elements in the 

several views, there is shown the extension pole, generally designated 10, according to 

the present invention. Fig. 1 illustrates the pole 10 including a first tubular portion 20 

and a second longer elongated tubular portion 30, portion 30 having the same outside 

diameter throughout its length. Tubular portion 20 has an open end 20a with an internal 
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diameter larger than the outside diameter of the end of tubular portion 30, open end 20a 
configured for matingly accepting the end of another pole configured as end portion 30. 
Thus, multiple extension poles 10 may be sequentially connected one to the other. 
Aperture 2 1 is located in tubular portion 20 proximate open end 20a. It is configured for 
receiving push button means such as push button 32 of tubular portion 30 as more clearly 
shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2 further illustrates tubular portion 30 including aperture 3 1 proximate the open end 
30a thereof through which push button 32 is forced through aperture 3 1 by spring 33, 
push button 32 mounted to spring 33 and spring 33 mounted within tubular portion 30. 
Open end 30a is closed with a protective insert 34. of rubber or other suitable material, 
that protrudes beyond the open end 30a to provide a buffer to open end 30a. Insert 34 is 
pressure inserted or otherwise suitably mounted within the open end 30a, and so as not to 
impede further pole connection has a diameter not to exceed the exterior diameter of end 
p ortion 30. This enables sequential connection of multiple extension poles 10 without 
removal of the insert 34. In the preferred embodiment the insert 34 is of rubber or the 
like and is pressure, or compressive^, inserted into the end of the portion 30. Thus, the 
insert 34 is likewise replaceable, that is, it can be compressed and removed. 

For the attachment of a first extension pole 10 to a tool having an end portion such as that 
of portion 30. the end portion 20 of extension pole 10 would be fitted over the end 
portion of the tool. That is, the male tube end of each tube 10 is inserted into the enlarged 
female end of each additional tube to form an inner and outer tube connection. Extension 
pole 10 would then be locked into place with the tool by depressing pushbutton 32 until it 
could be forced through an aperture corresponding to aperture 3 1 by spring 33. Insert 34 
would terminate the connection to provide end protection to portion 30 as well as limit 
damage to the operating vicinity. 

In configuration, pole 10 is formed of hollow cylindrical tubing, portion 30 having an 
outside diameter of approximately one and 3/8 inches Portion 20 has an inside diameter 
slightly greater than the outside diameter of portion 30, or about one and 7/8 inches so as 
to freely accept portion 30. Portion 20 is attached to portion 30 by welding or other 
suitable means, or it may be initially formed as an integral unit with portion 30. The total 
length of pole 10 is in the range of 3 Vz feet. Portion 20 must be of sufficient length to 
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provide satisfactory strength and stability when connected as disclosed above, a length of 
five and 7/8 inches having been found to be adequate. Push button 32 is located about 
two and Vz inches from the end of portion 30 and aperture 2 1 is located about two and X A 
inches from the end of portion 20. 

Fig. 3 illustrates an alternate embodiment, generally designated 40. in accordance with 
the invention wherein, as indicated by the like reference numerals, tubular portion 30 is 
identical to the tubular portion 30 of Fig. 1. The difference is that the portion 20 of Fig. 1 
has been replaced with a threaded connection 41 pressure inserted or otherwise suitably 
mounted into the tubular end 30a opposite the insert 34 for threaded connection to the 
handle of a paint roller or other desired tool. This embodiment can be used as discussed 
above in attachment of a a first extension pole 10 to a tool having an end portion such as 
that of portion 30. For instance the threaded connection 41 can be matingly connected to 
the handle of a paint roller. Fig. 4 is a cross section view of the embodiment of Fig. 3 

taken along line 4-4 thereof, and farther illustrating the manner in which spring 33, push ^ 
button 32. insert 34 and threaded insert 41 are mounted within pole portion 30. 

While there has been shown and described a preferred embodiment, it is to be understood 
that various other adaptations and modifications may be made within the spirit and scope 
of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
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